

Opportunity Zone Nomination Form – Competitive Application
	SECTION 1:  LEAD APPLICANT


The nomination must be sponsored by a lead applicant that is either a city, town, county, tribe, associate development organization (ADO), housing authority, or port district. The lead applicant’s support must be documented through an official letter from the lead applicant’s legislative authority, chief executive officer, or chief economic development officer. 
1. Lead Applicant: 
     
2. Contact information:
Contact Person:      
Title:       
Telephone:       
E-mail Address:       
	SECTION 2:  AREA PROPOSED FOR NOMINATION


The U.S. Department of the Treasury has published an Information Resource with a list of eligible census tracts, available here (https://www.cdfifund.gov/Pages/Opportunity-Zones.aspx). 
Each application may nominate as many as three tracts.  Please provide the 11-digit number for each tract, and indicate whether each is a LIC or contiguous tract based on the Treasury list, or a tract that qualifies based on 2012-16 ACS data. 
	Tract Number
	Is this an LIC tract, a contiguous tract, or a tract qualifying based on 2012-16 ACS data?

	
	

	
	

	
	


NOTE: Commerce strongly encourages entities to nominate only LIC or contiguous tracts shown on the Treasury list, as there is no guarantee that other tracts will be accepted. Nominations of tracts not included on the Treasury list should submit an attachment documenting how the tracts qualify, based on 2012-16 ACS data as discussed in the guidance available here: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-18-16.pdf
	SECTION 3:  NARRATIVE RESPONSES


Please provide responses to the following five questions. Responses should relate to the entire area proposed for nomination (all tracts listed above) to the extent possible. In cases where answers for one or more would tracts differ significantly from each other, consider submitting separate applications. Each application will be scored separately.
NOTE: The word limits shown below are strict. Reviewers will not consider additional words beyond the limits. 

1. Overview. Please provide an overview of the area, including a brief description of current or planned land use, available workforce, infrastructure advantages, and any significant public or private investments that have occurred in the past few years. Describe the availability of developable sites, proximity to roads, rail, or ports, and any other significant features of the area. Note any other special designations the area has (i.e., if the area includes a Promise Zone, Community Empowerment Zone, Innovation Partnership Zone, etc.), and if applicable, describe how the area fits into your community’s economic development strategy or Comprehensive Plan. (500 words)
2. Investment opportunity. Please explain how designation as an Opportunity Zone will help attract new private investment to the area over the next three to five years, including how your organization and any partners anticipate promoting investment opportunities in the area. If specific projects are in the pipeline, including but not limited to new housing, industrial facilities, or commercial development, please discuss those projects and describe any other sources of funding that are anticipated to be leveraged, in addition to investments from Opportunity Funds. (250 words)
3. Economic need and impact. Please describe recent changes in economic activity, such as business openings or closings within the area, and the anticipated economic impact that will result from private investment in this area. Be as specific as possible about anticipated impacts, such as employment or wage growth, new or expanded businesses, etc. (250 words)
4. Social equity. Please describe how designating this area as an Opportunity Zone will or will not improve social equity, i.e., the fair, just, and equitable distribution of resources. In particular, please describe how designation will promote development of affordable housing, or services or employment opportunities for traditionally underserved or marginalized populations. (250 words)
5. Partnerships. Please describe any partnerships you have formed with other organizations that are in support of this application, such as other units of state, local, or tribal government; private- or non-profit organizations; or other community groups. Please particularly note any partnerships with organizations that may be likely to form Opportunity Funds to invest in the area, including community banks and CDFIs. NOTE: Be sure to attach a letter of support from each group listed. (250 words)
	SECTION 4:  ATTACHMENTS


Only the following types of attachments should be submitted:

1. An official letter of support from the lead applicant’s legislative authority, chief executive officer, or chief economic development officer. Each letter of support should identify the census tracts proposed for nomination.  Applications without an official letter of support will not be considered. 

2. Official letters of support from any partner organizations. Each letter of support should identify the census tracts proposed for nomination 
3. If this application is seeking to nominate tracts that are not LIC or contiguous tracts shown on the Treasury list, an attachment documenting how the tracts qualify, based on 2012-16 ACS data as discussed in the guidance available here: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-18-16.pdf NOTE: Commerce strongly encourages entities to nominate only LIC or contiguous tracts shown on the Treasury list, as there is no guarantee that other tracts will be accepted.
To ensure that all attachments that accompany this application have been received, please list any attachments that you are submitting with this application. Attachments should be emailed to opportunityzones@commerce.wa.gov as discussed further in Section 5. Additional rows may be added to the table if needed.
	Attachment file name
	Description

	Ex: CountyLetter.docx
	Ex: Letter of support from lead applicant.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	SECTION 5:  SUBMITTAL


Complete applications, including all required letters of support or other attachments, must be submitted no later than 5 p.m., Monday, March 26, 2018. 
Please submit this application form as a Word document (rather than .PDF). Attachments may be submitted in any common file format.
Commerce encourages you to submit your applications early. We will review applications as they are received, and will contact you if any information is missing or incomplete to the extent time and staff resources permit. 
Applications, including all attachments, should be submitted by email to opportunityzones@commerce.wa.gov. 

Please email questions about this application to opportunityzones@commerce.wa.gov. For urgent matters, you may call Jaime Rossman at (360) 725-2717. More information is available at http://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/opportunity-zones/.
NOTE: Information submitted after the 5 p.m., Monday, March 26, 2018 deadline will be excluded from consideration, except under extraordinary circumstances at Commerce’s sole discretion.
NOTE: Commerce is subject to the Public Records Act. Consequently, any information submitted in support of an Opportunity Zone nomination may be disclosed upon request. Please do not submit confidential or proprietary information.
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