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Last year the Department of Com-

merce began its Weatherization + 

Health program. It is designed to 

help citizens living with respiratory 

conditions. On the opposite side of 

the country, Pittsburgh is doing 

something similar. Commerce and 

the Energy Division are proud to be 

part of a nationwide movement to 

improve health through energy effi-

ciency. 

Currently in the Local Government 

Division, the Energy Efficiency and 

Solar Grants (EES) program will 

soon be joining the Energy Divi-

sion. 

The EES program focuses on re-

ducing energy and water costs at 

state public higher education insti-

tutions, local government facilities, 

state agencies and K-12 public 

school districts. The program pro-

motes the use of Washington 

manufactured solar products, in-

cluding solar modules and invert-

ers. They are awarded through a 

competitive process and must be 

used solely for energy and opera-

tional cost saving and solar instal-

lations. 

The new budget SSB6090 pro-

vides the program with grants for 

state public higher education insti-

tutions, local government facilities, 

state agencies and K-12 public 

school districts: 

¶ $3,675,000 each for fiscal 

years 2018 and 2019 for 

grants to be awarded in com-

petitive rounds for operational 

cost savings improvements, 

¶ $1,750,000 solely for grants 

that involve the purchase and 

installation of solar energy sys-

tems,  

¶ 1,400,000 solely for energy 

efficiency improvements for 

projects in state-owned facili-

ties that repair or replace exist-

ing building systems, and 

¶ $500,000 for the resource con-

servation managers at the de-

partment of enterprise services 

to assist state agencies and 

school districts to improve en-

ergy and other resource effi-

ciency in state-owned facilities.  

 

http://www.energyoutwest.org/home/conference/2018-conference/
http://www.energyoutwest.org/home/conference/2018-conference/
https://aceee.org/blog/2018/02/energy-efficiency-can-clean-air-we
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/energy-efficiency-and-solar-grants/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/energy-efficiency-and-solar-grants/
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6090-S.PL.pdf
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In 2017, the Legislature created the 

Low-Income Home Rehabilitation 

Revolving Loan Program.  Senate 

bill 5647 is funded at 5 million for 

the 2017-2019 biennium.  

This program tells the Department 

of Commerce to create a low-

income home rehabilitation revolv-

ing loan program in rural areas of 

Washington state, defined as non-

entitlement areas by the United 

States Department of Housing and 

Urban Development.  

This will let low-income families in 

rural areas receive a deferred loan 

to conduct home rehabilitation 

work. The work will bring their 

homes up to a level where weather-

ization services can help them save 

on their energy costs.  

Commerce staff are currently work-

ing with a steering committee to 

develop guidelines and determine 

the rules for this program. We an-

ticipates the program will be availa-

ble for low-income families later this 

summer. 

 

The Northwest Energy Efficiency 

Alliance (NEEA) has published their 

second single family homes report. 

The objective is to characterize ex-

isting residential building stock in 

the Northwest region. Characteriza-

tion includes regional differences, 

such as climate, building practices 

and fuel choices, plus home char-

acteristics such as square footage, 

insulation level, heating, family 

size, income levels, lighting, appli-

ances, water heating and more. 

Key findings are: 

¶ LED adoption has soared to 

nearly a quarter of all bulbs in 

use. 

¶ Connected lighting and smart 

thermostat use has grown. 

¶ More homes are using gas 

equipment and appliances. 

¶ Electric heating and cooling 

equipment are more efficient. 

¶ More homes in the NW have 

mechanical cooling. 

¶ Fewer homes have game con-

soles and set top boxes. 

¶ Television technology has be-

come more efficient. 

¶ Homes are tighter. 

 

The 2017 Diesel Emission Reduc-

tion Act Grants were announced. 

The Puget Sound Clean Air Agen-

cy received a $650,000 grant from 

the US Environmental Protection 

Agency for their Puget Sound Har-

bor Vessel Engine Replacement 

Program. This program aims to 

reduce diesel emissions from up to 

eight vessels in the Puget Sound.  

In 2016, the Lummi tribe of the 

Lummi Reservation received a 

grant for $300,606 to replace six 

diesel engines on fishing vessels. 

The next round of requests for pro-

posals will be this month, March 

2018. 

Clean Diesel National Grants 

Awards 

Topics slated for discussion: 

¶ Solar Washington Board Presi-

dent Dean Van Vleet will cover 

developments concerning the 

recent solar tariff, provide a 

Washington production incen-

tive program update (including 

the application process), and 

give an overview of the new 

recycling program. 

¶ Joni Bosh, Senior Policy Asso-

ciate from the Northwest Ener-

gy Coalition, will give an over-

view of energy-related bills be-

ing considered during this leg-

islative session. 

http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5647.PL.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5647.PL.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5647.PL.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5647.PL.pdf
http://neea.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/rbsa-ii-single-family-report.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.epa.gov/cleandiesel/clean-diesel-national-grants
https://www.epa.gov/cleandiesel/clean-diesel-national-grants
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?SolarWashington/192c39d088/9e329dc5a1/fe63834368
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?SolarWashington/192c39d088/9e329dc5a1/fe63834368


 
Alternative Fuel and Electric Vehicles 

Which electric car is your favorite? 

All-electric ferry cuts emission by 95% and costs by 80%, brings in 53 additional 
orders 

Fancy charging up your electric car in 10 minutes? 

As Electric Vehicles Gain Favor, Utilities Can Accelerate EV Adoption (The Ener-
gy Collective)  

Carbon 

Carbon tax failsðagainðin Washington 

Singaporeôs Carbon Tax 

Ontario PC Government could still reap carbon tax money 

Climate 

Why Cities are on the front lines of the climate change fight 
 
Climate change and the political landscape 
 

Energy 

US Energy Storage Market tops the 1GWh Milestone in 2017 

Microsoft signs another renewable energy deal in Asia 

US energy storage market to nearly triple this year 

Electricity Prices Are Highest in Hawaii ï Expenditures Are Highest in South Carolina (U-S Energy Infor-

mation Administration) 

New Rebellion against Wind Energy Stalls or Stops Projects (Spokesman Review, Spokane, WA) 

PacifiCorp Picks Four Wyoming Projects for $1.5 Billion Wind Buy (Portland Business Journal, OR) 

 

Energy Efficiency 

Everything you need to know about making your home energy-efficient 

2018 Trend: Energy Management is heating up across commercial businesses  

Energy Efficiency has a leading role to play in our distributed energy future 

Avista customers expected to reap savings on rates from federal tax reform 

Washington Utility Plans for Emergencies with Solar+Storage Microgrid 

Other 

A ñMajor Second Waveò of US Fracking is about to be unleashed 

Natural Gas Storage Mathðhow much supply do we need in 2018? 

Natural Gas expected to remain most-consumed fuel in the US Industrial Sector 

о 

https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1115608_which-electric-car-is-your-favorite-take-our-twitter-poll
https://electrek.co/2018/02/03/all-electric-ferry-cuts-emission-cost/?utm_source=The+Goodnewsletter&utm_campaign=789eefd426-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_11_26&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b0e357ccff-789eefd426-105131525&mc_cid=789eefd426&mc_eid=2856a8e5db
https://electrek.co/2018/02/03/all-electric-ferry-cuts-emission-cost/?utm_source=The+Goodnewsletter&utm_campaign=789eefd426-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_11_26&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b0e357ccff-789eefd426-105131525&mc_cid=789eefd426&mc_eid=2856a8e5db
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-43285885
http://www.theenergycollective.com/aceee/2423645/electric-vehicles-gain-favor-utilities-can-accelerate-ev-adoption
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/carbon-tax-fails-again-in-washington/518291/
https://www.todayonline.com/commentary/new-carbon-tax-challenges-ahead-implemention
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2018/03/05/ontario-pc-carbon-tax-revenue_a_23377721/
https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/why-cities-front-lines-climate-change
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/climate-change-and-the-political-landscape/
https://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/us-energy-storage-market-tops-the-gwh-milestone-in-2017
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/06/microsoft-signs-another-renewable-energy-deal-in-asia.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/r-us-energy-storage-market-to-nearly-triple-this-year-report-2018-3
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=34932
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/feb/20/new-rebellion-against-wind-energy-stalls-or-stops-/
https://www.bizjournals.com/portland/news/2018/02/20/pacificorp-picks-four-wyoming-projects-for-1-5b.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/where-we-live/wp/2018/03/06/everything-you-need-to-know-about-making-your-home-energy-efficient/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2018/03/06/2018-trend-energy-management-is-heating-up-across-commercial-businesses/#2e7c82b24170
http://www.theenergycollective.com/aceee/2427813/energy-efficiency-leading-role-play-distributed-energy-future
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/feb/21/avista-customers-expected-to-reap-savings-on-rates/
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=81996795&msgid=469465&act=NBJR&c=1164501&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.arlingtontimes.com%2Fnews%2Fpuds-planned-arlington-microgrid-gives-glimpse-of-future-of-the-power-industry%2F
http://time.com/5187074/fracking-energy-oil-natural-gas/
https://seekingalpha.com/article/4153509-natural-gas-storage-math-much-supply-need-2018
http://www.theenergycollective.com/todayinenergy/2427811/natural-gas-expected-remain-consumed-fuel-u-s-industrial-sector


River & Snow Pack Info 

 

Observed February stream 

flow at The Dalles: 127% of 

average. 

Observed February precipita-

tion above The Dalles: 200% 

of average. 

Est. 2018 Final runoff at The 

Dalles (Jan.ðAugust): 105.7 

million acre-feet, 104% of 

normal 

Estimated regional snowpack: 

103% of normal. 

Federal hydropower genera-

tion in January 10,729 aMW, 

5-year average:  9,358 aMW. 

Reservoir content (Libby, 

Hungry Horse, Grand Coulee, 

Dworshak) January: 68.7%, 5

-year average: 70.0%. 

п 

Regional Power Flow, February 

Intertie Average 

power 

flow 

Direction 

California 

(AC+DC) 
5,538 

mw  
Export to 

California 

Canada (BC) 

561 mw  
Import 

from Can-

Total 6,099 

mw  
export 

River Data 

Data for 

Mar. 1 

Outflow 

(kcfs) 

Ave. outflow 

for last 10 

years (kcfs) 

(Snake)  

Lower 

Granite 

53.5 38.7 

(Columbia)  

The Dalles 203.5 149.4 

Petroleum: Crude oil pric-

es declined slightly during 

the month of February as 

U.S. production reached 

record levels. The average 

West Texas Intermediate 

price was about $62 per 

barrel, while international 

Brent averaged approxi-

mately $66 per barrel. The 

price gap between WTI and 

Brent reflects the rebound-

ing US shale production 

and additional transporta-

tion costs for WTI.  

Transportation Fuels: 

Transportation fuel prices 

at the national level steady 

during February. January is 

often the time when con-

sumers see the lowest gas-

oline prices due to lower 

demand and because cold-

er weather allows refiners 

to keep more volatile com-

pounds in the fuel. The na-

tional average gasoline 

price was 3 cents per gal-

lon lower relative to the last 

week of January. National 

gasoline and diesel were 

$2.55 and $3.01 per gallon 

respectively. Washington 

state average gasoline 

price for the same period 

increased by 2 cents, rela-

tive to the last week of Oc-

tober, to $2.99 per gallon, 

while diesel increased 1 

cents to $3.18 per gallon  

Natural Gas: The average 

Henry Hub natural gas 

price was 16 cents to $3.59 

per MMBtu due in part to 

warmer weather in much of 

the nation. Locally, the av-

erage February natural gas 

spot price at the Sumas 

hub averaged $2.83 per 

MMBtu. National gas stor-

age levels decreased 78 

Bcf last week and are at 

1,682 Bcf,: about 18.1% 

below the 5-year natural 

gas storage average for 

this time of the year. Gas 

storage in the Pacific region 

was 15.6% below the 5-

year average.  

Electricity: Moderate tem-

peratures along the west 

coast kept spot market 

electricity prices drove low-

er during February. Our wet 

January and February 

brought river flow and hy-

dro generation on the Co-

lumbia and Snake River 

systems to above average 

levels (see River Data and 

Power Flow tables). The 

Mid-Columbia spot market 

price was down 5% and av-

eraged $21.4 per MWh in 

February 
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