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NATIONAL AND
GLOBAL NEWS

The U.S. International
Trade Commission sided
with Suniva and Solar-
World in a 4-0 vote on
Friday to find that imports
of cheap solar panels
have caused injury to do-
mestic solar manufactur-
ers, setting up a high-
stakes tariff decision

for the federal admin-
istration. Solar install-
ers have generally op-
posed ITC appeal.

The International Energy
Agency reported that solar
energy was the fastest-
growing source of electric
power in 2016, accounting
for almost two-thirds of
newly installed net capacity
globally.

Continuing the electric car
announcements by au-
tomakers, General Motors
said that it would release
two new electric vehicles
within the next 18 months,
and twenty by 2024. GM’s
chief of product develop-
ments said that the future
would be all electric, but
did not say how long the
transition would take.
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Local and Regional Energy News

There is concern among Washington
state environmental organizations that
there might be two carbon tax initiatives
on the ballot in 2018. The Alliance for
Jobs and Clean Energy refrained from
pushing its tax policy in 2016 because
Initiative 732 was further along the de-
velopment and signature gathering path-
ways. The Alliance has developed a car-
bon tax proposal with broad environmen-
tal and social support for 2018, but wants
to avoid competing initiatives. The alter-
native carbon tax initiative is being con-
sidered by the Quinault Indian Nation.

Washington State on Tuesday rejected a
key permit needed for a proposed termi-
nal to export coal to Asia, another blow
to companies eager to sell Wyoming and
Montana coal to Asian markets. Washing-
ton’s Department of Ecology rejected a
water quality permit for the Millennium
Coal Terminal, one of several permits
sought by the company to build what
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would be the largest coal export
terminal in the United States.

Portland General Electric became
the fifth western utility outside of
California to officially connect to
the Energy Imbalance Market
(EIM), on Oct. 1. The EIM is man-
aged by the California ISO.

The U.S. Climate Alliance in-
creased to 15 states with the addi-
tion of North Carolina.
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River & Snow Pack Info

Observed September stream
flow at The Dalles: 95% of
average.

Observed September precip-
itation above The Dalles:
101% of average.

Est. 2017 Final runoff at The
Dalles (Jan.—August):
137.9 million acre-feet,
136% of normal

Estimated regional snow-
pack: N/A

Federal hydropower genera-
tion in August 5,889

aMW, 2012-2016 average:

6,527 aMW.

Reservoir content (Libby,
Hungry Horse, Grand Cou-
lee, Dworshak): August
82.9%, 5-year average:
82.3%.

Energy Price Overview

Petroleum: Crude oil prices
rose during September as glob-
al inventories tightened and de-
mand recovered following hurri-
cane Harvey. The average
West Texas Intermediate price
was about $51 per barrel, while
international Brent fetched ap-
proximately $57 per barrel.

Transportation Fuels: Trans-
portation fuel prices at the na-
tional level increased during
September, in part because of
refinery closures in supply con-
straints in Texas due to hurri-
cane Harvey. Most of the in-
crease was in early September.
The national average gasoline
price was 18 cents per gallon
higher relative to the last week
of August. National gas and
diesel were $2.58 and $2.79
per gallon respectively. Wash-
ington state average gasoline
price for the same period in-
creased by 12 cents, relative to
the last week of August, to
$3.04 per gallon, while diesel
increased 20 cents to $3.11 per
gallon

Natural Gas: The average
Henry Hub natural gas price
was largely unchanged in Sep-
tember as US inventories slow-
ly edged up and demand re-
mained modest. During Sep-
tember, the price for month-a-
head (Oct.) NYMEX natural gas
was down 18 cents at $2.50
per MMBtu. Locally, the aver-
age September natural gas

spot price at the Kingsgate h
decreased to $2.25 per MMBt
National gas storage levels in-
creased 42 Bcf last week and
are at 3,508 Bcf, about 0.2%
below the 5-year natural gas
storage average for this time of
the year, but 4.4% below the
storage levels at this time in
2016. Gas storage in the Pacif-
ic region, which experienced a
colder than average winter and
warmer than average summer
has seen higher demand. The
inventory is running 9.3% be-
low the 5-year average.

Electricity: Moderate temper-
atures along the west coast
drove spot market electricity
prices down during September.
The dry summer continued to
contribute to a relative reduc-
tion in river flow and hydro gen-
eration on the Columbia and
Snake River systems (see Riv-
er Data and Power Flow ta-
bles). The Mid-Columbia spot
market price averaged $24.9
per MWh in September, down
$26.5 per MWh from August’s
average, and $2.9 per MWh
lower than the average for Aug.
2016. Federal hydropower gen-
eration was 5889 aMW during
August, less than three-
quarters of the generation in
July.
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Retail Gasoline and Diesel Prices: Jan. 2014 - Sept. 2017
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Washington State Electricity Rates by Sector: Jan. 2005 - July 2017
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Energy Price Summary, September 2017 Current Month Ago Year Ago
Monthly Range at Mid-C (Peak: $ per MWh) 19-42 24-145 23.5-37.3
Average Mid C price (Peak hours $ MWh, current month) 24.9 51.4 27.8
Electricity WA Ave. Retail: July (cents/kWh) 7.80 7.82 7.66
Natural gas Kingsgate spot price (next day: $ per million BTU) 2.25 2.54 2.53
Natural gas Sumas futures price (next month $ per million BTU) 2.50 2.68 2.60
Natural gas Sumas monthly average: July ($ per million BTU)) 2.41 2.59 2.31
Natural gas H.H. futures (NYMEX next month: $ per million BTU) 2.97 2.89 3.00
E85 (national average: $ per gallon gasoline) 2.45 2.36 213
Ethanol (CBT next month contract: $ per gallon) 1.43 1.48 1.55
Corn (CBT next month contract: $ per bushel) 3.49 3.55 3.30
Petroleum, West Texas Intermediate futures ($ per barrel) 49.6 47.7 449
Seattle gasoline price ($ per gallon, last week of the month) 3.09 2.96 2.76
Gasoline futures (NYMEX next month: $ per gallon) 1.70 1.62 1.38
State diesel price ($ per gallon, last week of the month) 3.1 2.91 2.72
Heating oil futures (NYMEX next month: $ per gallon) 1.77 1.62 1.42
U.S. residential propane price report ($ per gallon) NA NA NA
Clean Cities: Alternative Fuel Price Report, July 2017 I
’ avg west coast west coast

Ethanol E85 ($ per gas gallon equiv.) 2.59 3.20 3.24
Biodiesel B20 ($ per diesel gallon equiv.) 2.54 2.54 2.60
Biodiesel B99-100 ($ per diesel gallon equiv.) 3.54 3.54 3.45
Compressed Natural Gas ($ per gas gallon equiv.) 2.15 2.47 2.46
Propane ($ per gas gallon equiv.) 3.89 4.14 4.14
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Energy Headlines

If you only have time to read a few articles—read these.

Washington Home Builders Recognized for Energy Efficiency and
Innovation.

Western governors set sights on electric vehicle charging network
spanning seven states. Denver Post, October 4, 2017

GM Plans 20 All-Electric Models by 2023. Bloomberg, October 2,
2017

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission: Energy stor-
age key to electric utilities’ efficiency and service. October 11, 2017

Energy Department Awards 6 New Distributed Wind Component
Development and Testing Projects (one in Oregon) October 17,
2017

Repeal of Carbon Pollution Emission Guidelines for Existing Station-
ary Sources. Comment Period open until 12/15/2017. Federal Regis-
ter, October 16, 2017

Other energy news headlines

Op/Ed: The Nature Conservancy Is Forging a New Coalition to Push for Statewide Climate Policy (Seattle
Times, WA — Paywall Advisory)

Climate Change is Complex: We have answers to your questions. NYT, Sept. 19.

Distributed Energy: The Utility-Scale Solution (Atlantic Magazine)

Should Utilities Build Charging Stations for Electric Cars? (Huffington Post)

FERC Chairman Neil Chatterjee Won’t Commit to Propping Up Coal, Nuclear Power (Washington Examiner)

Puget Sound Energy Settlement Paves Way to Close Older Units at Coal-Fired Power Plant (Associated Press)

International Trade Commission Finds Injury to US Solar Manufacturers, Sending Tariff Decision to Trump
(Utility Dive)

Editorial: Uh-Oh — Dueling Washington State Carbon Initiatives (Olympian, WA — Paywall Advisory)

States Supporting Paris Climate Deal Claim Status as Third-Largest Economy (Washington Examiner)



https://energy.gov/eere/articles/us-department-energy-announces-2017-housing-innovation-award-winners
https://energy.gov/eere/articles/us-department-energy-announces-2017-housing-innovation-award-winners
http://www.denverpost.com/2017/10/04/western-governors-electric-vehicle-charging-network-spanning-seven-states/
http://www.denverpost.com/2017/10/04/western-governors-electric-vehicle-charging-network-spanning-seven-states/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-10-02/gm-pledges-electric-future-with-20-all-electric-models-by-2023
https://www.utc.wa.gov/aboutUs/Lists/News/DispForm.aspx?ID=477
https://www.utc.wa.gov/aboutUs/Lists/News/DispForm.aspx?ID=477
https://energy.gov/eere/articles/energy-department-awards-6-new-distributed-wind-component-development-and-testing
https://energy.gov/eere/articles/energy-department-awards-6-new-distributed-wind-component-development-and-testing
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/10/16/2017-22349/repeal-of-carbon-pollution-emission-guidelines-for-existing-stationary-sources-electric-utility
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/10/16/2017-22349/repeal-of-carbon-pollution-emission-guidelines-for-existing-stationary-sources-electric-utility
http://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/forging-a-new-coalition-to-push-for-statewide-climate-policy/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/climate/what-is-climate-change.html?_r=0
https://www.theatlantic.com/video/sponsored/539706/distributed-energy-the-utility-scale-solution/?utm_source=feed
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/should-utilities-build-charging-stations-for-electric_us_59b696e7e4b0bef3378ce201
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/ferc-chairman-neil-chatterjee-wont-commit-to-propping-up-coal-nuclear-power/article/2634413
http://www.theolympian.com/news/business/article173644011.html
http://www.utilitydive.com/news/breaking-itc-finds-injury-to-us-solar-manufacturers-sending-tariff-decisi/505602/
http://www.theolympian.com/opinion/editorials/article174204291.html
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/states-supporting-paris-climate-deal-claim-status-as-third-largest-economy/article/2635073

Charging Cars — Volkswagen Settlement Provides Funding Opportunities for Electric Utilities (JDSupr

Washington State Denies Key Permit for U.S.-Asia Coal Export Terminal (Reuters)

It’s Cheaper to Save Energy than to Buy It, Despite Misleading Claims (The Energy Collective)

PacifiCorp Launches RFP for 1,270 MW of Wyoming Wind (Utility Dive)

We've Grossly Underestimated How Much Cow Farts Are Contributing to Global Warming (Gizmodo)

Portland General Electric Joins California Power Trading Market (Utility Dive)

GM: The Future Is All-Electric (CNN — Tech)

Solar Energy |s Fastest Growing Source of Power (Associated Press)

Western WA Clean Cities Members saved 20 Million Gallons of Petroleum in 2016

Upcoming Events

Washington’s Energy Future Conference—November 6, 2017 | Tacoma, WA

Washington State Energy
Office

WA Dept. of Commerce
1011 Plum St SE

Mail Stop: 42525
Olympia WA 98504-2525

Phone: 360-725-3112
energy_policy@commerce.wa.
gov

Disclaimer: We are not responsible for hyperlinks that do not work or are inactive. All links worked when
posted. The appearance of articles, products, opinions, possible humor and links in this newsletter is not an
endorsement by the Washington State Department of Commerce. The Department of Commerce, State
Energy Office holds the copyright to ENERGYnews and the previous version, Energy Newsletter. Photos
and other artwork in are included with express permission of the copyright holders of those works or the
work is in the public domain. Further reproduction or distribution of copyrighted material is not authorized
without permission of the original copyright holder.

% Department of Commerce


http://www.energyfutureconf.com/wa17/
http://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/volkswagen-settlement-provides-funding-30567/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-coal-export/washington-state-denies-key-permit-for-u-s-asia-coal-export-terminal-idUSKCN1C12US
http://www.theenergycollective.com/raponline/2413453/cheaper-save-energy-buy-despite-misleading-claims
http://www.utilitydive.com/news/pacificorp-launches-rfp-for-1270-mw-of-wyoming-wind/506106/
https://gizmodo.com/we-ve-grossly-underestimated-how-much-cow-farts-are-con-1818993089
http://www.utilitydive.com/news/portland-general-electric-joins-california-power-trading-market/506366/
http://money.cnn.com/2017/10/02/technology/gm-electric-cars/index.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2017/10/04/solar-energy-fastest-growing-source-power/730594001/
http://wwcleancities.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=32

