
WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Electricity and Biofuels for Local 
Government Fleets:  
“To the extent practicable…” 

 
Peter Moulton 
State Energy Office 
(360) 725-3116 
peter.moulton@commerce.wa.gov 



Alternative Fuel & Vehicle Policy Context 

Since 1989… 
• 16 Legislative Bills, 10 Chapters of Code 
• Six Executive Orders, Three Governor’s Directives 
• Pacific Coast Action Plan on Climate & Energy 

Key results… 
• State Motor Pool 50% Hybrids (most of any state) 
• B20 Biodiesel Requirement (highest of any state) 
• Leader in Electrification (West Coast Green Highway) 

2007 Cleaner Energy Act (HB 1303) 
• “Extent Practicable” Rules (agencies & local governments) 

 



Agency Rule Development 

Define “practicability” and how agencies will be evaluated 
in efforts to operate publicly owned vessels, vehicles and 
construction equipment from electricity or biofuel, “to the 
extent practicable:” 

• 40% by June 1, 2013 

• 100% by June 1, 2015 

Electrical charging in state’s fleet parking and maintenance 
facilities by December 31, 2015 “to the extent practicable.” 

 

 
RCW 43.19.648 



Local Government Rule Development 

Local government subdivisions to meet 100% of fuel use by 
June 1, 2018, “to the extent practicable:” 

• Separate rulemaking by June 1, 2015 

• Transit agencies exempt if using CNG 

• SB 5099 clarified local government requirements 
… Advisory committee to include representatives of each subdivision (e.g. 

cities, counties), plus electrical and/or gas utility 

… Exemptions: engine retrofits that void warranties, replacement before 
end of useful life, authority to exempt emergency response vehicles 

… Highest level of biodiesel warranty when purchasing diesel vehicles 



Key Considerations 

Criteria and thresholds… 

• Functional Differences: Equipment and fuels 

• Duty Cycles: Timelines and lifecycle costs 

• Fleet Size: Volume of fuel, number of vehicles 

• Geographic Availability: Infrastructure, seasonality 

• Program Implementation: Administrative cost, integration 

• Phased Approach: Different fuel applications or quantities 



Agency Rulemaking Process 

• Work Group: Commerce, WSU Energy Program, WSDOT, 
Ecology, Agriculture and Enterprise Services 

• Definitions 

• Existing State and Federal Policies and Programs 

• Data Gathering & Tracking 

• Motor Pool Consolidation 



Key Definitions 

• Biofuels: Biodiesel, ethanol/ethanol blends,                
and CNG/LNG from biogas (biomethane) 

• Other Options: CNG, LNG and propane 
possible if biofuels and electrification “not 
reasonably available” 

• Exemptions: Aircraft, stationary generating equipment 

• Publicly Owned: Not rentals or leases 

• State Agency: Agencies and institutions of higher education 
covered by Ecology’s GHG requirements (~140) 





Technical Assistance 

• Quarterly Meetings 

• Ongoing Support (Commerce, 
WSU Energy Program, 
Agriculture and Western 
Washington Clean Cities) 

• Local Governments & Trade 
Associations 

• Integrated Reporting 

WAC 194-28 



Compliance: Electrification 

• Light-Duty Vehicles: Sedans, station wagons, SUVs, pickups 
and vans up to 8,500 pounds 

• Medium-Duty Vehicles: Sedans, station wagons, SUVs and 
vans from 8,500 to 10,000 pounds 

• Practicable: Due for replacement, doesn’t require routine 
charging in the field, within 5% lifecycle cost of HEV 

• Charging Infrastructure: ~300 publicly-owned Level Two 
chargers (240v AC), 14 Fast Chargers (480v DC) 



Compliance: Biofuels & Alternate Fuels 

• Biodiesel: B20 on annualized basis through WSDOT and 
retail locations 

• Ethanol: Already E10, use E85 for “flex-fuel” vehicles when 
available and 20% less than expensive 

• Biomethane: Emerging opportunity 

• CNG, LNG and Propane: Conversation if biofuels and 
electrification “not reasonably available” 



Local Government Rulemaking 

• Timeline: Begin Fall 2014, due June 2015 

• Work Group: WSAC, AWC, PFMA, WSTA, WPPA, utilities, others 

• First Step: Define “Local Government Subdivision” 

• Ongoing Coordination & Technical Assistance 

• Existing State and Federal Policies and Programs 

• Data Gathering & Tracking 

• Threshold Determination 

• Compliance Expectations 

• Reporting 
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