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Dear Mr. Moulton,

King County Metro Transit concurs with the response provided by the Washington State Transit
Association (WSTA). We support the points articulated in the WSTA response and want to
provide additional background and recommendations regarding the “social cost of carbon”
criterion in the decision-making process.

King County has been a leader in promoting the reduction of carbon emissions. Metro Transit
has not only made direct investments in its operations to reduce carbon, but has also led the
region in reducing emissions from changes in transportation and land use. We have also used a
cost of carbon to compare alternative vehicles and transportation plans.

The social cost of carbon as it relates to transportation is a commendable objective. Purchasing
decisions should support reducing carbon emissions, especially from the transportation sector.
However, it’s a complex topic with many aspects, such as how transit affects travel and land
use. For this reason, we believe the transit agencies should work more closely with the
Departments of Commerce and Ecology to develop a specific methodology for calculating not
only the bus life cycle costs, but also how the social cost of carbon is related to public transit.
Bus life cycle costs are well addressed in a much more sophisticated model developed by TCRP
Report 146 and we would suggest that model form the basis for evaluating bus life cycle costs.
King County is also working on a vehicle life cycle cost model which includes carbon emissions.
This model would be based on actual vehicle costs from King County’s fleet and could be the
basis for a generalized model.

The RCW specifically addresses the purchase of “local government vehicles, vessels, and
construction equipment”. The specified intent of the State’s analytical tool is to assist agencies






