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Notice:
This Webinar will 
be recorded for 
future reference.
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Bidder’s Conference Reminders

• This webinar is being recorded

• Attendance record via email: 
energy_policy@commerce.wa.gov

• Email questions regarding process not answered 
on this presentation to 
energy_policy@commerce.wa.gov
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Bidder’s Conference Reminders

• Q&A document will be updated weekly on the CEF 
3 Solar webpage: 

• https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-
economy/energy/clean-energy-fund/clean-energy-
fund-solar-program/
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Bidder’s Conference Reminders 

• Refer to the Q&A 
document and Notice of 
Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) prior to submitting 
additional questions

• Keep questions related to 
the application process and 
not specific projects

4



Bidder’s Conference - Agenda

• Program intent

• Mandatory Eligibility Requirements

• Additional Selection Criteria

• State funding requirements

• Federal funding requirements

• Solar Deployment application

• Weighting and Scoring

• Timeline

• Final tips and reminders
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Program Intent:

• The Washington State Legislature (Substitute 
Senate Bill Section 1013, subsections 9 a-e) created 
the program for the deployment of solar projects

• Low income benefit requirement

• Projects not to exceed $200,000 per MW of DC 
generating capacity

• Total grant funds not to exceed $1,000,000

• Applicants may not use other state grants

• Competitive process
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Mandatory Eligibility Criteria
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• Washington-based entity 
pursuing solar deployment

• Have current registration 
with the state’s 
Department of Revenue 
and Secretary of State, as 
applicable

• No funding displacement 
or supplanting



Mandatory Eligibility Criteria

• Solar photovoltaic electricity 
generation has a nameplate 
generating capacity of at 
least 500 kW of direct 
current

• Project must be in the State 
of Washington

• Project completion within 18 
months of contract execution 8



Mandatory Eligibility Criteria

• Compliance with Chapter 39.12 RCW or Davis 
Bacon, as applicable

• Identify the benefit to Washington State and its 
citizens

• Solar technologies which

– Have demonstrated viability

– Have interconnection with the grid

– Are designed to provide energy resiliency
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Additional Selection Criteria

• Direct benefit to low income residents and 
communities

• Interconnection to the grid within the distribution 
system

• Contributes to meeting peak electricity demand

• Major components made in Washington

• Geographic distribution
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State & Federal Funding
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Funding Source CEF 3 Solar
Total Available Repurposed American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act ARRA Funds (Program less 
Administration)

$2,328,000

Total Available Washington State General Funds  
(Program less Administration)

$1,552,000

Total Available Funding for Competition $3,880,000



State & Federal Funding
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State Funding Requirements

• Reporting

• Competitive bidding

• All applicable permitting and 
state laws must be followed

• Liability insurance documentation

• Current government and revenue registrations

• Executive Order 05-05 
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Executive Order 05-05 - Background

• Governor’s Executive Order 

0505 (GEO 05-05) was signed 

in November of 2005

• Any project with capital funds 

must complete the process 

and potential Tribal 

consultation

• Protection of cultural history
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Executive Order 05-05 – EZ 1 Form
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• Additional 
Information on the 
process and forms are 
available at the DAHP 
website at: 
https://dahp.wa.gov/
project-
review/governors-
executive-order-05-05

https://dahp.wa.gov/project-review/governors-executive-order-05-05


Executive Order 05-05 – EZ 1 Form
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• Map

• Potential ground 
disturbance

• Structures  

• Photographs

• Tribal correspondence

• Copy of the EZ-1 form and 
DAHP reply letter to 
Commerce



Executive Order 05-05
Process Checklist
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• Form – available on the 
Solar Deployment 

webpage

• Don’t wait until the last 
minute

• Prevent contracting 
delays



Federal Funding Requirements

• Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act

• Current government and revenue registrations

• National Environmental Recovery Act

• Davis Bacon Act

• Buy American – Hire American

• Certificate of liability insurance

• Risk Assessment - FFATA
18



CEF #3 Solar Deployment Application
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CEF #3 Solar Deployment Application
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CEF #3 Solar Deployment Application
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CEF #3 Solar Deployment Application
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CEF #3 Solar Deployment Application
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Weighting and Scoring 
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The following points are assigned for evaluation purposes:

Minimum Scoring Criteria Categories for Part One Are As Follows:

Part One Possible Points

Project location identified 5

Detail on meeting the minimum 500 kW of DC generating capacity 
provided

5

Historic preservation documentation 5

Direct benefits to low income residents or communities* 50

Direct benefit narrative 5

Reduces peak electricity demand 5

Major Solar components manufactured in WA State 5

Total Possible 80
* of the “ask”, 1:1 (100%) = 10 pts, 2:1 (200%) = 20 pts, etc., with a total of 50 points possible



Weighting and Scoring 
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The following points are assigned for evaluation purposes:

Minimum Scoring Criteria Categories for Part Two Are As Follows:
Part Two Possible Points

Project description 10
Detail on meeting the direct benefit to low-income requirements** 100
Project management expertise and track record 5
Reduction of peak electricity demand 5
Point of interconnection within the distribution system 5
Priority to major components (panels, modules, and inverters) made 
in WA

5

Detailed Budget Summary 5
Project Cost and Timeline 5
Total Possible 140

** of the “ask”, 1:1 (100%) = 10 pts, 2:1 (200%) = 20 pts, etc., up to 50 points. Additional points available for 
describing the low-income benefit, narrative aligning with claimed benefit, and other claimed benefits. 



CEF #3 Solar Deployment - Timeline
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Estimated Date Task Category Subtask Description

11/06/2018 NOFO Released NOFO released, appropriate press release, web posting, 
application period opens

11/06/2018 Required 
Documents

Required Application documents posted to the website

11/07/2018 Bidders Conference Recorded webinar on the application process

11/07/2018 FAQ Frequently asked questions document updated/posted 
weekly

12/03/2018 Full Application 
Ends

Last day to submit Application 

01/21 -
1/25/2019

Awards Awardees and non-awardees notified

01/21 -
1/25/2019

Debriefing 
Conferences

Hold debriefing conferences, if requested

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/clean-energy-fund/


Application Tips

• Please follow all NOFO 
instructions

• Applications received after 
the deadline will NOT be accepted

• Non project-specific questions: 
energy_policy@commerce.wa.gov

• Technical support, if needed, 
Kristin.ramos@commerce.wa.gov
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Final Tips and Reminders 

Make the reviewer’s job easy 
• Don’t be over technical
• Use layman’s terms 
• Extra set of eyes prior to submitting
• Details matter
• November 29, 2018 is the last day to submit process-

related questions. (No project-specific questions will 
be addressed.)

• Applications must be received by 6:00 PM Monday, 
December 3, 2018

No late applications will be accepted
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Questions from Participants 
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• Refer to the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)

• The Q&A document is located on the Solar 
Deployment webpage at: 
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-
economy/energy/clean-energy-fund/clean-energy-
fund-solar-program/

• Email not previously answered process-related 
questions to energy_policy@commerce.wa.gov

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/clean-energy-fund/clean-energy-fund-solar-program/
mailto:energy_policy@commerce.wa.gov


www.commerce.wa.gov

Kristin Ramos
Contracts & Program Manager

(360) 515-6504
Kristin.Ramos@commerce.wa.gov
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