TRANSPORTATION

The City maintains over 192  miles of roadway and associated infrastructure.  The projects that are identified in the Capital Facilities Plan are either a current or projected deficiency within the next six years.  Projects can be deficient from a maintenance, functional, or capacity standpoint.  At proposed funding levels, the overall transportation network will be able to maintain acceptable levels of service.

This year's CFP reflects an increased emphasis on providing for the mobility of people and goods through alternative modes of transportation.  It is recognized that providing for the necessary infrastructure for alternative modes is a key element in encouraging people to consider alternatives to the single occupant vehicle for commuting purposes. 

The City designs and constructs transportation capital facilities to move people conveniently, efficiently, and inexpensively about the City.  Three different types of capital projects are needed to meet these goals:

· Projects that preserve the existing infrastructure,

· Projects that improve the function of existing infrastructures, and

· Projects that expand the existing infrastructure to increase capacity.










From these three categories, Transportation projects can be grouped under two general headings: Impact fee based projects and projects with other funding sources.  Impact fee based projects are usually a one-time, large budget project, and are only included when population and employment projections indicate specific system capacity needs.  Projects with other funding sources are often ongoing or annual in nature require a smaller budget, and preserve existing infrastructure or improve the function of existing infrastructure.  Due to these distinctions, the two categories of projects are in separate subsections under the general heading of Transportation.  Non-impact fee funded projects are in the first subsection.

Additional Information: Project components are used to provide more detailed descriptions for most projects.  There is a project component traffic circles listed within the Traffic Calming component, and a separate component for Roundabouts.  The two terms are sometimes used interchangeably, but are really two different things.  For clarification, they are defined as follows in the Federal Highway Administration’s “Roundabouts: An Information Guide”:

· Traffic Circles are typically built at the intersections of local streets for reasons of traffic calming and/or aesthetics.  The intersection approaches may be uncontrolled or stop-controlled.  They do not typically include raised channelization to guide the approaching driver onto the circulatory roadway.

· Roundabouts are circular intersections with specific design and traffic control features.  These features include yield control of all entering traffic, channelized approaches, and appropriate geometric curvature to ensure that travel speeds on the circulatory roadway are typically less than 50 km/h (30 mph).  Thus, roundabouts are a subset of a wide range of circular intersection forms.

Non-Impact Fee Funded Projects

The CFP contains projects that do not add new capacity to the transportation system.  These projects address the need for repairs and maintenance, as well as the need to improve the design and safety of existing streets.  While projects may fit in more than one category, the following list groups the transportation projects in this CFP by the type of need they primarily address.  Individual project narratives often include a list of components that may be included in the final design of a project.

Preservation Projects: These projects improve reliability and safety of the system through maintenance, repair, and replacement of the existing infrastructure.

·      
·      
Functionality Projects: These projects address function and safety issues by improving the design of the existing infrastructure.

·      
·      
·      
·      
·      
·      
·      
Most of these projects are programmatic in nature, meaning that a lump sum amount of funding is designated each year of the 6-year CFP cycle to complete a specific number of projects based on a prioritized list of work that needs to be done.  Three of these larger programs are discussed below. 

Bikeways: There is an expenditure of $1.2 million scheduled over the next six years on bicycle projects.  

Sidewalks: Over $1,050,000 in sidewalk improvements are planned over the next six years 

Pavement Overlays and Repair/Reconstruction: The City conducts pavement condition surveys to determine current conditions of all roadway surfaces.  This information is also used to project future needs based on actual past pavement performance.  The information is based on a system that utilizes a numerical ranking system to illustrate pavement condition.  A rating of  "100" indicates a specific segment of pavement has no deficiencies.  Ratings below  "40" indicate the potential of structural failure.  The City, has identified a backlog of rehabilitation needs of $36.2 million.  

