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Using the Growth Management Act
to preserve our natural heritage
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ust a few years ago, it was common-

place to drive through most of

Washington and see beautiful farms
and large blocks of forest lands. Already,
in the counties that make up the I-5
corridor, that's becoming more difficult.
Instead, we see malls, park-and-ride lots,
and new housing developments popping
up everywhere.

Conversion of Washington's resource
lands to development is a choice being
made by individuals and local govern-
ments each day. In recent years, we've
lost about 300 acres of private forest land
a day. Those who are fortunate enough to
own resource lands are increasingly
offered hard-to-resist options to sell or
develop their lands. Local governments,
always needing stronger revenue sources,
often approve much of the development.

When our Growth Management Act
was passed in 1990, it was controversial.
Some thought it was unnecessary, and
others thought it was unconstitutional to
require new processes to manage the
unparalleled growth. But the Legislature

was clear—we couldn’t continue to enjoy

the quality of life that we’ve grown used
to in Washington without making tough
decisions about how much growth we
could accommodate, where it should be
located, and how it would be supported.

The GMA required that local govern-
ments planning under the act identify
their forest and agricultural lands and
adopt ordinances to assure their continua-
tion. It also required that these govern-
ments designate areas of critical
importance to other vital resources, such
as water, fish and wildlife.
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Just seven years
later, 27 of 29
GMA planning
counties have
addressed forest
and agricultural
land conversion
issues 1o maich
their local condi-
tions by identifying
these lands. These counties are providing
at least basic protections. And most have
completed their critical areas ordinances
to protect other public resources. That's
real progress.

However, we have more to do if
we're to enjoy this wonderful experience
that is Washington well into the future.

The GMA anticipated that we would
recognize that resources often cross
jurisdictional boundaries and that some
resources have state-wide significance,
and therefore, are important to all of us—
not just one county. Our rivers are a good
example. We need to continue to identify
resources of state-wide significance.

The tough choices made by most
counties thus far under GMA lay a foun-
dation for further decisions. But, if we
continue to grow at our current rate, we'll
double our population in just 30 short
vears. Our children and grandchildren
will see a very different Washington than
we've known. The areas most vulnerable
to that growth—simply because of their
popularity and our desire for “peace and
quiet”—are our shorelines, rural areas,
and forest and agricultural lands. If we
want to see those preserved for our
grandchildren, we need to continue to
insist on tough decisions being made in
favor of the future, and not just the
present,
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