ABOUT GROWTH

A Quarterly Publication About Growth Management

.

WaSHINGTON StaTE

Communiry, TRADE AND
Economic DeveLoPMENT

Building Foundations for the Future

oo

Iy

eI

R d

b=

sif

Spring 1995

Cheney combines GMA planning
efforts and economic development

By Steve Worthington
Cheney Community Development Director

nticipation and capacity, those

are keywords for the city of

Cheney as it prepares for eco-
nomic development. Those words were
“on our radar” even when growth
management legislation was being
crafted in the early 1990s.

Anticipating growth and providing
capacity through GMA planning has
enabled this small city of 8,270 people to
bring over %00 new jobs to the commu-
nity from five different manufacturing
companies.

Those companies are:

JM[ ] Johnson Matthey

Electronics
Microelectronics — 700 plus jobs —
reoccupation of an existing building.

X" Technologies, Inc. Specialized elec-

tronic equipment — 105 jobs — new building.

 Haakon Industries
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Air handling equipment — 60 plus jobs
— new building.

Milk processing — 30 plus jobs — new plant,
and

Paul Eyraud Co. Bakeware — 20 plus jobs

| — converted existing building,

Even though Spokane County was
not required to plan under the Growth
Management Act until July 1, 1993,
Cheney anticipated in 1991 that sooner

| or later it would be required to plan
| under the act. With sooner rather than

later in mind, the city’s Department
of Community Development began
updating its 1985 comprehensive plan
using the GMA format with economic

| development as an added element.

Taking advantage of its position as
a regional center providing higher
education, health care, shopping, and
recreation, the city built its economic
development strategy by first identifying

| its weaknesses and strengths. Shortcom-
ings were then listed, taking advantage

of regional GMA related planning

i activities. These projects include the

Spokane County Inter-jurisdictional
SEPA-GMA Integration Program
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