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Floods: Plan ahead to avoid disaster

By Martin Best
Mitigation Officer, Emergency Management
Division, Washington Military Department

ear after year, rainy season after

rainy season, nations around the
world continue to experience devastating
floods that disrupt and destroy lives, crops,
homes, and businesses, The recent
flooding in Mozambique that left thou-
sands homeless is just one example of the
devastation that can be wrought by the
force of floods,

In our nation’s recent history, floods in
the Midwest caused hillions of dollars in
damages and disrupted lives for almost six
months. Floods spawned by Hurricane
Floyd destroyed 11,000 homes in North
Catolina alone. In the state of Washington,

flooding. First, we can avoid the risk by not
building in the floodplain. Second. we can
separate the risk from the community by
building large and expensive structural
solutions like dikes, levees, and channel-
ization. Third, we can build homes and

“None of this is pleasant to think about. Thinking
and planning when the weather is beautiful is the
best way to get ready for the dark days when
monstrous pinwheels how! overhead.”

~ Wilmington Moming Star

structures better and higher to reduce the
direct impacts of flooding. And, fourth, we
can develop plans that will help us prepare

| for, mitigate against, and recover from

floods,
One answer to

we have had 10
presidential
declarations of
disaster for
floods since

the ongoing
planning problem
d — development
versus risk — is
addressed in the

1980 with guidebook
hundreds of Optional Com-
millions of prehensive Plan
dollars in Element for
damage. Natural Hazard

For the most Reduction.
part, much of |2 ?ﬁwg’m : iy A ; : Washington State
tlhua dumafgc has This flood-damaged home in the dity of Snoqualmie has Community,
resulted from Trade and

o been elevated to prevent further losses. E ;

e PHOTO / LORA HERGERT, EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DnviSion el
prohlem, Development

development in the floodplains of our
nation.

Many communities were established
initially along the rivers and waterways of
our state to be close to food and transporta-
tion sources. Now, with the tremendous
population growth our state has experi-
enced over the last several decades,
development in the floodplain has placed
more and more communities at risk.

We, as a society, have several options
available to deal with the hazards of

(CTED) developed this publication, with
assistance from the state Emergency
Management Division (EMD) and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA).

It is a well-known fact that those
communities that have developed local
plans to address flooding/disaster risk have
managed to avoid, or greatly reduce, most
of the damage caused by floods.






