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Pendulum swings back to downtowns

By Allison Williams
Executive Director, Wenatchee Downtown Association

enatchee is fortunate to have a

strong core of business leaders

looking out for the best
interests of downtown. In the mid-80°s
they brought in a group of specialists
who recommended that a four block
stretch of Wenatchee Avenue (Wenat-
chee’s Main Street) be converted to a
more pedestrian friendly area. Wenat-
chee’s $1.8 million streetscape was
completed in October of 1989, and it was
a major milestone for downtown.

significantly. We are now tackling new
projects, including the redevelopment of
a 500,000 square-foot, turn-of-the-
century warehouse district that is located
between downtown and our riverfront.
At the same time, more than 522
million has been spent on focused public
investment on visible anchors for down-
town, Projects include an expansion to
our convention center and the addition of
a performing arts center; the development
of a multi-modal transportation center
called Columbia Station; a new juvenile
justice center, and our Art on the Av-

'ﬂenatchees Columbia Center, pmtured here under nunstmcﬂun enhances the l::rl',r §
downtown by offering a convenient place where people can access regional and national
transit and train service

In early 1992, our program became a
partner in the Washington State Down-
town Revitalization Program’s tier
system. Through a quarterly training
process, staff and volunteers were
brought up to speed about the Main
Street™ approach. Since then, downtown
Wenatchee has seen 75 new businesses
start or relocate into downtown bringing
431 new jobs. There have been 94 private
building projects resulting in $6.1 million
in private reinvestment. This means that
through every local dollar spent (through
our program), roughly $17 has been
privately invested in downtown. Cur
streetside vacancy rate is close to 6
percent, and our retail mix has upgraded

enues program (which enhances the
overall character of the district).

Wenatchee's redevelopment process
has not come without hurdles, and it has
a long way to go. The public sector has
had to come to the table to deal creatively
with mixed-use development (which is
what downtowns need to be) and with
right-of-way issues, traffic issues,
parking, and sometimes, just staying out
of the way. This is not always an easy
position for government, but in
Wenatchee it works well.

So why should a community place so
much focus on downtown? Downtowns
are the gauge for our community vitality,
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