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Commission searches for

land use treasures

By T. Ryan Durkan, Chair
Land Use Study Commission

t was a little over a year ago that

Governor Lowry asked me to

become the chair of the Land Use
Study Commission. I have likened the
last year, and the remaining 20 months,
to a treasure hunt.

The Governor's Task Force on
Regulatory Reform and the Legislature
gave the commission a map and a
description of the treasure. When we
unfolded the map. though, we discovered
that there were several sections missing,
including the part of the map indicating
the location of the treasure.

Ower the last 12 months, the commis-
sion has filled in the missing pieces and
has a more or less complete road map.
We ran into a few bumps and washouts
and have had to take some detours, The
Governor asked the commission to look
at issues concerning appeals to the
growth management hearings boards and
methods to provide greater certainty in
the planning process.

We will be checking in at the mid-
point of our journey in November when
we make our second annual report. The
article on pages 4 and 5 in this issue goes
into more detail about the issues under
consideration for recommendation. Once
we pass that milestone, we will be ready
for the final leg of our journey.

The commission was directed to
develop an integrated land use code that
combines both land use and environmen-
tal laws into a “single, manageable
statute.” That task has proven even more
daunting than I anticipated. The benefits
of an integrated land use code could be
more efficient use of both public and

private re-
sources through
elimination of
duplicative
requirements
and processes. It
could also better
| protect the
state’s environ-
mental and
natural re-
sources than
does the current, fragmented process.

But there are risks, as well. It is
inevitable that consolidation will require
some balancing of interests and values.
There is concern that balancing could
change the level of protection of some
resources. Unintended consequences are
also a risk with any new legislation.
Finally, cities and counties, straining
under the changes wrought first by the
GMA and then by regulatory reform, are
not anxious to see another round of
changes, particularly if they are costly or
merely cosmetic.

The commission is driving into this
uncharted area with caution. It has
established a broad-based committee
system to scout out the territory and
come back with a recommended route.
By the beginning of the year, we should
have a clearer sense of where the road
may lead and how to find the treasure at
the end,

The commission’s success will be
dependent upon its success in answering
the concerns of the public. We will be
holding public meetings in October to
receive comments on our draft report. [
encourage you to attend those meetings
or submit your comments in writing.

T. Ryan Durkan, Chair LUSC






