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Seattle’s comprehensive plan -
Monitoring our progress

By Julie Burman
Manager, Urban Sustainability Initiative, City of Seattle

eattle’s comprehensive plan

Toward a Sustainable Seattle
contains policies that guide decisions as to
where growth and change should be
encouraged. Adopted in 1994 and covering
a 20-year period, it sets goals to ensure
that Seattle continues to be attractive to
businesses and households of all types.

The comprehensive plan’s policies
recognize the city's responsibility to
accommodate additional growth, discour-
age urban sprawl, promote more efficient
use of land re-
sources, and protect
our region’s natural
TEsOurces.

The plan views
the city as a single
tapestry whose
individual threads
— land use,
transportation,
housing, capital
facilities, utilities,
economic develop-

ment, neighborhood Seattle tracks more than 25 indicators to help the dty

focus on meeting current and future needs.
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planning, and
human develop-
ment — work together to achieve
sustainability.

Getting there from here

The comprehensive plan is designed to
adapt to changing conditions. Working
with community groups, the city tracks
more than 25 indicators directly tied to
comprehensive plan goals, such as
population growth and transit ridership.

The indicators were chosen to reflect
Seattle’s status under each of the compre-

| hensive plan’s core values — community,

environmental stewardship, economic
opportunity, and social equity.

The first report on the comprehensive
plan indicators, Monitoring our Progress,
was published in 1996. It was updated in
1998 and will be published again in 2001
after census data is available. Information
for the indicators comes from a variety of
sources including the U.S. Census, Puget
Sound Regional Council, state Office of
Financial Management, citywide residential
surveys, and Seaitle city departments.

Seattle’s indicators are coordinated with
those being used by the King County
Growth Manage-
ment Planning
Council to assess
the city’s contribu-
tion to the county-
wide growth vision
as well as our own.

By tracking the
indicators, the city
can pinpoint
trouble spots and
focus attention on
emerging issues.
For example, the
indicators could
help spothght the
need to develop
programs that would promote home
ownership or tree preservation.

Seattle’s Mayor Paul Schell says, “We
set goals and then get periodic report cards
on our performance. As a community we
can collectively work on what matters most
— for now and for our children’s future.”

Seattle has learned, over time, lessons
about indicators that echo what we hear
from many other communities: measure
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