
How CTED Got Input on the Scope

Established List-Serve
Established Web Site 
www.cted.wa.gov/wacupdate
Listening Sessions
Web Survey

http://www.cted.wa.gov/wacupdate


What We Heard-Overall Comments

Make them easy for the average person to 
understand.
Focus on how to connect various elements.
Place more emphasis on review and 
implementation of plans.
Maintain Local Flexibility



What We are NOT Reviewing

Best Available Science 

Project Consistency

Rules that Are Not in CTED’s Jurisdiction



How CTED Decided What to Change

Statutory Amendments to the GMA
Include Court Interpretations of GMA
Changes to Improve Read-ability and Use-
Ability
Changes to Place More Emphasis on Review 
and Implementation of Plans



What you will see when you go online



What We Can’t Do

Create new requirements in the GMA

Absolve you of requirements in the GMA

Prohibit what the GMA does not prohibit

Allow what the GMA prohibits



Significant Policy Issues CTED is Deferring

Wetland Mitigation Banks

Critical Areas in Agricultural Lands

Climate Change

New Legislation from 2009 Session



Key Themes

Plan Implementation 
Urban Density and Rural Density
Demarcation of line between legislative and 
quasi-judicial land use decisions



Major Statutory Amendments

Rural Lands Amendments
State Transportation Facilities
Local Project Review
Accessory Uses on Agricultural Lands
Review and Update Requirements
SMA-GMA Integration



Court Interpretations

Best Available Science
Agricultural Lands Designation
SMA/GMA Integration
Urban and Rural Density



Re-organization and Readability

New Section for Each Critical Area
New Chapter on Urban Growth Areas
Consolidation of Sections on Many Areas.
-Housing
-Concurrency
-Essential Public Facilities



New Recommendations on Implementation

Development Phasing Recommendations
Expanded Section on Plan Amendment 
Procedures
New Recommendations on Capital 
Facilities Planning



Timeline for GMA WAC Update 
Comment and Adoption Process

2008 2009Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April May June July Aug

•Initial scoping 2007

•Final Scope of Work Spring 2008

Concept Draft for New and Revised Rules

CTED Seeks Comment on Preliminary Draft

CTED Adopts Final Rule

Final Hearing on Proposed Rule

State Register Publishes Proposed Rule

Comment Period

CTED Prepares Proposed Rule

CTED Revises Draft and Responds to Comments
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