
Legislative Study 
County Fiscal Health and Governance Alternatives 

Advisory Committee 
 
Background and Charge 
The Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development (CTED) has been directed by the 
2007 Legislature to examine the fiscal health of counties.  The CTED study may contain options and 
actions for consideration by the governor and the legislature, but at a minimum must recommend the 
changes to constitutional and statutory law necessary to provide non-charter counties with the legal 
authority required to implement changes in governmental structures and functions needed to promote 
optimum financial efficiency and improved services.   
 
To ensure critical information and viewpoints from stakeholders are included, CTED is convening an 
advisory committee.  The committee will assist CTED in considering options and actions, including the 
pros and cons of each option, and provide feedback to inform the recommendations and legislature.  The 
advisory committee consists of eleven county elected and appointed officials nominated by the 
Washington State Association of Counties and the Washington Association of County Officials.  The 
committee also includes one representative from academia and one representative from the business 
community selected by CTED. 
 

Members 
 
Buell Hawkins  
Commissioner 
Chelan County  
400 Douglas Street, Ste 201 
Wenatchee, WA  98801 
(509) 667-6215 
Fax (509) 667-6599 
buell.hawkins@co.chelan.wa.us 
Nominated by WSAC 
Medium Population Counties 
  
Mike Blankenship  
Commissioner 
Ferry County 
(509) 775-5229 
Fax (509) 775-5230 
290 East Tessie Ave, #5 
Republic, WA  99166 
6jent@gotsky.com 
Nominated by WSAC 
Small Population Counties 
 
Timothy Sheldon  
Commissioner 
Mason County 
411 North 5th Street, Shelton 98584  
(360) 427-9670 ext. 419 
Fax (360) 427-8425 
Tims@co.mason.wa.us 
Nominated by WSAC 
Large Population Counties 

Rick Bart  
Snohomish County Sheriff 
WACO President 
3000 Rockefeller Ave 
Everett 98201-4046 
Mail:  MS: 606 
(425) 388-3414 
Fax (425) 388-3984 
rick.bart@co.snohomish.wa.us 
Nominated by WACO 
 
Suzanne Sinclair  
Island County Auditor 
1 NE 7th St 
PO Box 5000 
Coupeville 98239-5000 
(360) 679-7366 
Fax (360) 240-5553 
suzannes@co.island.wa.us 
WACO Vice President  
Nominated by WACO 
 
Rose Bowman  
Lewis County Treasurer 
360 NW North St, MS: TRS01 
Chehalis 98532-1900 
(360) 740-1115 
Fax (360) 740-1493 
rabowman@co.lewis.wa.us 
Nominated by WACO 
 



Gordon Heimbigner  
Walla Walla County Treasurer 
315 W Main St 
Walla Walla 99362 
Mail:  PO Box 777  
(509) 524-2751 
Fax (509) 524-2759 
gheimbigner@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
Nominated by WACO 
 
Peter Banks  
Skamania County Prosecuting 
Attorney/Coroner 
240 NW Vancouver St 
PO Box 790 
Stevenson, WA  98648-0790 
(509) 427-3790 
Fax (509) 427-3798 
banks@co.skamania.wa.us 
Nominated by WACO 
 
Carl Adrian 
CEO/President 
Tri-City Development Council 
901 N Colorado  
Kennewick, WA  99336 
(509) 735-1000 
FAX (509) 735-6609 
cadrian@tridec.org 
Business Representative 
Nominated by CTED 
 
Ken Stone, PE 
Public Works Director 
Cowlitz County 
stonek@co.cowlitz.wa.us 
207 Fourth Ave N 
Kelso, WA 98626-4189 
(360) 577-3030 
(360) 636-0845 Fax 
Nominated by WSAC 
 

Bill Barron  
County Administrator 
Clark County 
PO Box 5000 
Vancouver, WA 98666-5000 
(360) 397-2232 
(360) 397-6058 Fax 
bill.barron@clark.wa.gov 
Nominated by WSAC 
 
Bob Cowan 
Director Office of Management and 
Budget 
King County 
(206) 205-0630 
Fax (206) 296-3462 
bob.cowan@metrokc.gov 
King County Courthouse  
516 3rd Ave 
Seattle 98104-3272 
Nominated by WSAC 
 
Terry Novak 
Professor, Graduate Program in Public 
Administration 
Eastern Washington University 
Office: (509) 358-2261  
FAX: (509) 358-2267  
Mobile: (509) 953-9082 
Email: tnovak@mail.ewu.edu  
668 N. Riverpoint Blvd., Suite A 
Spokane, WA 99202 
Nominated by CTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


